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Minister’s Message continued from page 1 . . .

Here is our challenge: let us take up the miseducation of justice-making, by stripping our minds of the idea that equity can be manifested through condemnation, through humiliation, through shame and blame, and through righteous vindication. No, justice-making begins by marrying a just thought to insightful words, inviting us to collective action, by daring to free both the oppressed and the oppressor, for we know what it is like to be both.
 
Our church-wide theme for April is REBIRTH. Nate's words make me wonder whether the work of cultivating empathy is indeed the only way forward to a rebirth of peace, equity and justice in our world. The claim that every person (no exceptions) has inherent dignity and worth is a bold challenge. 

How would you know "new life" in your world, if you lived out that challenge??

Care to take on this challenge as your spiritual practice for this month?

                                                        Catherine [image: image4.jpg]



The Theme for April: Rebirth

Evangelical Christians, in particular, speak frequently of being “born again.” Of course, some progressives can’t resist a retort, hence the bumper sticker, “Born just fine the first time.” As Universalists we indeed believe everyone was born just fine the first time, but the idea of rebirth has its place for us too. April and spring offer us the example from nature of plants coming back to life after the winter and, while that is indeed to be celebrated, i want us to think more about our personal rebirths. Any of us who have struggled through a life crisis - job loss, death of a loved one, addiction, abandonment - and found our way to the other side has experienced a rebirth. It is so important that we share these experiences of rebirth with the young people in our lives. Everyone experiences dark times, young and old, but the young need to know that it is possible to come back to the light. In children’s chapel this month we will be sharing stories of different kinds of rebirth and I encourage you to share your stories too. Where else but here, in this community of faith, will our young people have such personal examples of the infinite possibilities of the one wild and precious life we share?
And, some practical things . . . 

The full results of the “Transitioning to the Future” survey have been coded and tabulated. There is a link in your weekly email newsletter from Lenore to the PDF of the results. If you would like me to send you a PDF (or print you a hard copy) please be in touch. The results of the paper surveys were entered into the electronic format and those results are reflected in the final tally. Open ended questions have been coded and the results are reported by category. Details of the comments will not be published. And, not everyone answered every question and some responses were coded into multiple categories so the numbers do not add up to 100%.

In planning for the spring and into the fall in children’s RE, there are some things we could use. We will be needing Lego, quite a lot of it, for next winter’s project. If you find a bin of Lego at a yard sale (or if you have one lurking in your closet) we would appreciate it. We want the regular Lego, not the larger Duplo. I am also looking for donations of shallow dishes like the ones centerpiece flower arrangements come in. It doesn’t matter what look like as they will be covered up in the project I am imagining, but they should be able to hold a bit of water. 
Finally, something to think about . . . 
On Balloon Sunday (May 22) we will be saying farewell to seven graduating seniors. I’d like everyone to think about the very best piece of life advice you ever received. I’ll be asking you for it in a few weeks.
Ruth Owen
Interim Director of Religious Education

Adult Religious Education
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1+ Widows’ Group
The 1+ Widows’ group is a social group for any woman who has lost her spouse or partner. We go out to dinner once a month and have other activities in between. If you would like to be included on the Google group for this group to keep informed of our activities, please email ruthowendre@gmail.com. The group is open to all members and friends, and friends of friends of FPC. 
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Bible Workbench
Bible Workbench is a Bible discussion group for religious liberals who are interested in learning about the Bible and how its stories may relate to our lives. Our next meeting is April 11th.  Contact Ruth Owen for more information.
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MEMOIRS 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 12th, 7:15pm – The topic for April is “What your grandparents wore in the summer” or feel free to write about any previous topic.  If you are interested, but have never participated, feel free to come and just listen. Hope you can join us!  Leader:  Jackie Smith-Miller.
	

                 Ring Out Justice!          
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News of Social Justice Activities at First Parish Church




Social Justice Committee Members:  
Carrie Meier, Carol Nappellio, Peter Nappellio, Callie Brandeis, Andrea Brandeis, Mary Flanagan, Donna Savicki, Cindy Wilson, Bob Hughes, Nancy Nowak, Sally Delisa
Meeting: second Sundays 12 noon to 1 PM

Please Join Us!  All Welcome!
UU Mass Action Advocacy Day
When: Tuesday April 12, 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Where: Arlington St. Church, 351 Boylston St, Boston
Join our annual gathering at the State House!

Starting with registration, the Advocacy Day program will begin at 10:00 sharp at the Arlington Street Church. Rev Sarah Stewart, First Unitarian Worcester, will lead us in worship.  Our keynote speaker will be Senate President Stan Rosenberg D-Amherst, unanimously elected President in January 2015 and a champion on many of our core social justice campaigns.

The Unity Band from Unity Church, North Easton will lead us in song and make this a celebration!

Register at www.UUMassaction.org; $25, or reduced fee $10 tickets available, which covers breakfast, lunch, drinks, materials, building use fee.

This is an important opportunity for advocacy on our four core issues: Immigrant Rights, Ending Mass Incarceration, Economic Justice and Climate Change.  The current legislative session ends July 31st.  We will need to work hard to have our priority bills pass into law!

Following the keynote address, participants will break into their issue groups and be briefed on the bills that each of us, with a partner, will advocate for at the State House. Please sign up at www.UUMassaction.org for the weekly newsletter to stay informed of our preparation for this big event! Lunch will be provided before we depart for the State House at 12:45 PM.

Transportation to the State House will be available if you have mobility limitations. Come for a great experience!

April School Vacation Week with the UU Urban Ministry Roxbury Youth Program
Hey UU Youth! What are you doing during April School Vacation Week? Join the Roxbury Youth Program: Making Friends, Doing Justice! Tuesday, April 19, 10am-5pm, Wednesday, April 20, 10am-5pm, and Thursday, April 21 10am-8pm (fun field trip planned for this evening!) Come learn about urban social justice issues, challenge oppression, roll up your sleeves and volunteer in the City of Boston! We will explore anti-oppression and multi-culturalism, learn tools to combat racism, classism, sexism, and homophobia, spend time volunteering in the community, eat good food, have fun, and more! Fee: Sliding Scale $100-$10. To Register Please Contact: The Rev. Rebecca Hinds 617-318-6010 x214 or rhinds@uuum.org
UUA Ballou-Channing District Workshop/Annual meeting (BCD’s Last!)
UUs from SE Massachusetts will gather on Saturday, April 2, from 9-12 at historical UU Society of Fairhaven, 102 Green St. Karen Bellavance-Grace will present a 2 hour free workshop on “Congregations Working together.”  It’s a win-win: UUs collaborating for stronger congregational programs and UU voices raised together for Justice!
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Minister’s Office Hours: 
Catherine’s regular office hours are Mon., Wed., and Thur. from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Tuesdays are her days off and Friday’s are her sermon writing days. She may be contacted by cell at (781) 635-5906. If you need to schedule an appointment during office hours or any time after office hours, please feel free to contact Catherine at TheRevCatherine@aol.com, at her cell number, or by leaving a message at the church.
Church Office Hours

The FPC church office is open Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Our email address is uuduxbury@verizon.net. If you need anything, please call Lenore and I will be happy to help you.
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	 ON-GOING CHURCH MEETINGS

SUNDAYS - Family/Child Sunday (1st Sun. each month)

Joys & Concerns (2nd Sun. each month)

Announcement Sunday (1st & 3rd Sun. each month)

Silent Joys & Concerns (4th Sun. each month)

Membership 9:00am (3rd Sun. each month)

Music Committee (1st  Sun. each month) 12 p.m. 

Social Justice 9 a.m. (2rd Sun. each month
Buddhist Meditation 5-6:30p.m.

(weekly)

MONDAYS – Building Use 9:30 a.m.

(4th Mon. each month)

Finance Committee 7 p.m. (2nd Mon. each month)
Welcoming Congregation 7:00pm

 (2nd Monday of each month)
PFLAG – 7:30-9:00pm

(4th Monday of each month)

TUESDAYS - Hand Bells 7 p.m.
Memoirs 7:15p.m. (2nd Tues. each month) 
Communications 7:00pm

(2nd Tuesday of every month)

WEDNESDAYS – RE Committee 
7 p.m. (1st  Wed. of each month)
Staff meeting 11:30 a.m. (weekly)
Buildings & Grounds 9-11 a.m. (1st Wed. each month)

 “Kindred Spirits” 9:30-11:00 a.m.  (2nd Wed. each month) 

THURSDAYS - Book Group 9 a.m.
Sewing Group 10 a.m.

Worship Committee 7:00 p.m. (1st Thurs.  each month)

Agenda Setting 10:00a.m. (2nd Thurs. each month)

Governing Board 7 p.m. (3rd Thurs. each month)
Historical Committee 9:00a.m.

(3rd Thurs. of each month)

FRIDAYS - Committee On Ministry 

5 p.m. (1st Fri. each month)
SATURDAYS - Brockton Soup Kitchen
9:15 a.m. (4th Sat. each month) 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER

 

 Committees and groups at First Parish are busy doing the work of the church.  Thanks to everyone who does all this important work.

But I want to mention just a few in this article: the Organ Restoration Task Force, the Coffee House group and the Green Sanctuary group.

The contract for the restoration of the organ has been signed and an initial deposit sent to hold our space for after the Christmas Eve service.  What an achievement to get this project moved along!

There is a group of people who are interested in starting a Coffee House one-weekend evening each month.  They are working with various committees to set this up.  Enthusiasm, energy and excitement are in great supply.  Good luck to them!

The Green Sanctuary group has been meeting and will have an item on the warrant for Annual Meeting Warrant seeking approval to look into the feasibility of putting solar panels on the Harvey Assembly Hall.  This project may require a new roof first.

With so many things happening at the church all the time it is very important that we coordinate our activities and communicate our plans.   There will be one more Committee Chairs meeting this year to mark up the calendar with plans for next year. Stay tuned for more information.

Again, thanks to all our dedicated volunteers.  

Nancy Landgren, President
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       Next Bell-Ringer Deadline:

Sunday, April 24th, 2016

[image: image16.jpg]\
(

@ _

=
—

Potluck

\LUNCHEON/




 
Alliance Pot Luck Luncheon
3rd Thursday of the Month, April 21st
12:00 noon in the Parlor
Everyone is invited to gather for a Pot Luck Luncheon and sociability at 12:00 on Thursday.  
Look forward to seeing you there!
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Save the Date - Sunday, April 10th - Slavery Still Exists:  The Challenge of Human Trafficking and Talk Back After Church
Sarah Hennessey, soon to be a Northeastern University graduate, will join Catherine in the pulpit to talk about her professional role in finding and rescuing current victims of human traffickings and ultimately preventing future victimization through the destructions of the networks that allow the slave market to exist with impunity in Buenos Aires, Argentina.     
After church, Sarah will participate in our Talk Back in the parlor to further the conversation about the Buenos Aires community scarred by the exploitation of human trafficking, domestic violence, and a pervasive sense of hopelessness caused by a fundamental lack of economic opportunities and how it affects our global village and humanity.  At the Talk Back there will be takeaways for action.  
This is a Social Justice Sunday program.  The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring this program and will be providing refreshments at the Talk Back.  
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Stewardship Season is Here

At least the “treasure” or financial part of our stewardship to our beloved church community!  As you know, one of the ways we support our church is by making a yearly financial pledge. This year we are doing things a bit differently as we are going “green and paperless” and “Keeping Our Church Green and Growing!” 

THIS IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW IN ORDER TO SUCCESSFULLY PLEDGE ONLINE – and it’s easy!!! 

1. On your computer or tablet, log on to uudux.org – our church’s website.  Click on “give” on the upper tool bar and then scroll down to “stewardship” and click on that. The Stewardship page will pop up.  Please take a moment to read the page before scrolling down to make your pledge.  

2. On the webpage there is a short form asking for the amount of your pledge, your name and address and your email. You can also request a personal visit from a member of the Stewardship team, the amount of your last year’s pledge and information to make automatic withdrawals.   The information will go only to a member of the stewardship team.  

3. You should expect an email confirmation within 48 hours.  

It’s really simple and quick.  So please pledge at home – it’s VERY SIMPLE - remember – uudux.org.  “Give” and “Stewardship.”  We thank you so much for supporting our church home.  Please contact any one of us with any questions or concerns OR if you want to pledge on a paper form. Remember - our pledge year will begin on July 1, 2016 and run through June 30, 2017.  
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Summer Fair

Save the date!  
The summer fair is June 18th!

Kick off meeting for Fair Chairs, Friday April 1st at Wagner residence.

If you would like information on volunteering this year or would like to attend the kick off meeting please email Tracy Wagner.
Social Justice Outreach Cell Grant for ESL Resources

I wish to thank the Social Justice Outreach Cell Grant Committee for a $400 grant to purchase books for the ESL program at the Ventress Memorial Library in Marshfield. The library hosts a tutoring program for adult learners whose first language is not English which is run completely by volunteers. Students range from those with very basic language skills to those who want to pass an advanced English test. Many of our students are Portuguese speakers from Brazil and Spanish speakers from South or Central America. We also have students from Europe (Slovenia, Hungary) and Asia (Vietnam, Japan). Tutors help improve English skills and also become a trusted person who can answer questions about cultural differences or explain a notice from their child’s school. The tutor also gains from this experience by sharing life stories and obtaining a greater understanding of the life of an immigrant. An important goal, in addition to English skills, is to help the student integrate into the community. 
We have recently started a group class aimed at improving English conversation skills called “Talk Time”. FPC member, Meredith Lehman, has been instrumental in starting this based on a program at the Quincy library. The Ventress Library has been supportive and has given us space to hold the class. The grant from FPC will be used to buy books for “Talk Time” as well as books for our most basic learners. 

The Social Justice Outreach committee has helped us to make purchases in the past and those additions to our permanent library resources have been helpful and are well used. All books purchased with grant money have a book plate inside the front cover indicating that it was purchased with a grant from First Parish Church which helps to increase our visibility in the community.
Several FPC members have participated in this program as tutors. If you are interested in tutoring please contact me. You do not have to speak another language and you do not need experience teaching – just a willingness to listen and help!
With gratitude,
Amy Hamilton

ESL Program Coordinator
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Our Copper Beech Tree
     The Copper Beech tree or the “climbing tree”, on the east side of our Church was planted in memory of my grandmother, Mrs. Edna Peterson, in 1953. She and her gardener/helper named Rose, took care of all the plants, shrubs and trees around this church for years. Her husband, my grandfather, Abbot Peterson was a Unitarian Minister from Brookline MA., but summered here in Duxbury and was a Chaplain

- Colonel in the U.S. Army. He may have done some summer ministry work here in our church during that time.

                 Terry and Judi Vose

Financial Aid for College-Bound Members

 

First Parish Church has resources to help with college costs. Students who are themselves members of First Parish Church, as well as the children of church members, who will attend an accredited college or university next fall are invited to apply for the 2016-2017 Means Scholarship and/or a Hamilton Loan.

One Means Scholarship in the amount of $3,000 will be awarded to the applicant with the highest GPA over 2.7. In the event of a tie, two scholarships will be awarded. Applicants must have already been accepted by a college or university that is accredited by an organization recognized by the US Department of Education. Interested students should contact Jeanne Penvenne, chair of the Trustees, by mail or email by May 1, 2016. Please state the name of the college you will be attending next fall and your High School GPA. Please include a copy of your High School transcript. Also include a phone number where you can be reached and your home address. 

 
Please contact Jeanne Penvenne.
Qualified students (children of a church member, or church members themselves, who will be attending an accredited college or university in the fall) who are interest in receiving loans from the Hamilton Loan fund should contact Rudy Langner. The amount of any one loan will not exceed $2,500. Students and their parents will both be asked to sign promissory notes, agreeing to repay the loan within three years after graduating, or if they do not graduate, within one year after terminating their studies. The loans incur no interest if repaid on time. Loans not repaid on time will accrue interest. There is no deadline for applying for a Hamilton Loan.

Please contact Rudy Langner.
If you have questions, please contact any member of the Trustees: Rudy Langner, Peter Nappellio, Russ Pelham, Jeanne Penvenne, or Donna Savicki. 
 WORSHIP SCHEDULE





April 3 – Alliance Sunday – “Honoring Ordinary People who Have Made Extraordinary Differences in the World”.  Please join our men’s and women’s Alliance for their annual very special service!


April 10 --  “Slavery Still Exists: The Challenge of Human Trafficking" -- Catherine will be joined by Northeastern co-op student Sarah Hennessey, who will share her experiences with and exposure to human trafficking in Argentina (additional conversation with Sarah after church in the parlor).


April 17 -- “Aging with Dignity”-- Our focus will be getting the care we want when we need it the most, providing peace of mind to ourselves and our families, and maintaining human dignity. 


April 24 – “The Power of the Sun” -- As we explore the feasibility of installing solar panels on our Harvey Assembly Hall, let's consider the amazing star that is at the heart of our solar system.  Catherine will be joined by Phil Angell, who will host a Q & A on solar energy after church.


May 1 – “Finding Our Voice: The Butterfly Transgender Chorus” --- The Butterfly Music Transgender Chorus, based in Boston, Massachusetts, is one of the very first all-transgender choirs in the USA. It was founded in order to provide trans people a safe space to enjoy singing and build community, and to celebrate trans voices and trans musical talent. Put this special worship on your calendar!








 











 






































COMING EVENTS


FRIDAY APRIL 1


YOGA 10:30a.m. – 11:45a.m.


Committee on Ministry 5:00p.m.


SATURDAY APRIL 2


DIC – Shirat Hayam at FPC 9:00a.m.


SUNDAY APRIL 3


ALLIANCE SUNDAY


Jr. & Sr. Choir 9:30am


Worship 10:30a.m.


Green Sanctuary 12:00p.m.


HIP 6:00-7:30p.m.


Buddhist Group 4:00-6:30p.m.


TUESDAY APRIL 5


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30p.m.


RE Meeting 7:00-9:00p.m.


WEDNESDAY APRIL 6


Building & Grounds 9:00a.m.


THURSDAY APRIL 7


Book Club 9:00a.m.


Alliance 10:00-2:00p.m.


Worship 7:00p.m.


FRIDAY APRIL 8


YOGA 10:30-11:45a.m.


SATURDAY APRIL 9


HIP Overlook Farm Overnight
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MINISTER…


‎”later that night�i held an atlas in my lap�ran my fingers across the whole world�and whispered�where does it hurt?��it answered �everywhere�everywhere�everywhere.”-- Warsan Shire





The recent violence in Brussels reminds us that we can all too easily get overwhelmed by images and stories of the “hurt” all around the world these days . . . and our hearts can become hardened.  My UU clergy colleague, Nate Walker has just written a new book entitled, “Cultivating Empathy: The Worth and Dignity of Every Person – With Exception”.  Here is an excerpt:





When we observe oppression, let us develop strategies that free not only the oppressed but also the oppressor. Let us remember that those who use their power to deny freedom to others are also imprisoned and are also worthy of care. Do not let their unjust actions inspire us to cruelty, or else we will soon become what we set out against.��
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  First Parish Church


   Unitarian Universalist, Duxbury, Massachusetts


   P.O. Box 1764, Duxbury, Massachusetts 02331


   842 Tremont St. (Route 3A) 			Telephone: 781-934-6532


   Email: uuduxbury@verizon.net		Website: www.duxburyuu.org





  A liberal religious community dedicated to nurturing individual spiritual


  development, promoting understanding and working for social justice. 


 We welcome people of all races, backgrounds and sexual orientations.


  


  Rev. Catherine Cullen, Minister			Rev. Robert R. Walsh, Minister Emeritus       


  Ruth Owen, Interim Director of Religious Education	Jackie Smith-Miller, Director of Religious Education, Emerita	           


  Edwin Swanborn, Music Director			Sunsue Fleming, Director of Religious Education, Emerita


  Elaine Stephansky, Bell Choir Director		Lenore O’Malley, Church Administrator 	


  Alex Pevzner, Jr., Junior Choir Director	                
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SUNDAY APRIL 10


Jr.& Sr. Choir 9:30am


Worship 10:30a.m.


Social Justice Talk Back 12:00 noon


Buddhist Group 5:00-6:30p.m.


MONDAY APRIL 11


Bible Workbench 7:00-8:30p.m.


Finance Meeting 7:00p.m.


Welcome Congregation 7:00p.m.


TUESDAY APRIL 12


Memoirs 7:15p.m.


Communications 7:00p.m.


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30p.m.


WEDNESDAY APRIL 13 


Kindred Spirits 10:00-11:30a.m.


THURSDAY APRIL 14


Book Club 9:00 a.m.


Alliance 10-2:00 p.m.


Agenda Setting Meeting 10:00a.m.


FRIDAY APRIL 15


YOGA 10:30-11:45a.m.


SUNDAY APRIL 17


Jr. & Sr. Choir 9:30a.m.


Worship 10:30 a.m.


Membership Meeting


HIP 6:00-7:30p.m.


Buddhist Group 5:00-6:30 p.m.


TUESDAY APRIL 19


Stewardship Meeting 7:00p.m.


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30p.m.


THURSDAY APRIL 21


Book Club 9:00 a.m.


Historical Committee 9:00a.m.


Alliance Luncheon 10-2:00 p.m.


Governing Board 7:00p.m.


FRIDAY APRIL 22


YOGA 10:30a.m. – 11:45p.m.


SATURDAY APRIL 23


Community Table 9:00a.m.


SUNDAY APRIL 24


BELL RINGER DUE DATE


BOX PROJECT DUE DATE


Jr. & Sr. Choir 9:30 a.m.


Worship 10:30 a.m.


Bylaws Info. Meeting 12:00 noon


Solar Conversation 12:00 noon  


HIP 6:00-7:30p.m.


Buddhist Group 5-6:30 p.m.


MONDAY APRIL25


Bible Workbench 7:00-8:30p.m.


PFLAG 7:30p.m.-9:00p.m.


TUESDAY APRIL 26


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30p.m.


THURSDAY APRIL 28


Book Club 9:00 a.m.


Alliance 10-2:00 p.m.


FRIDAY APRIL 29


YOGA 10:30-11:45a.m
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CARING CONNECTION:


There are many caring members of our church community who are willing to lend a hand to those having a difficult time! The Caring Connection can coordinate meals, transportation, babysitting or visits to shut-ins. For the month of APRIL, please contact DEB WORSH. 








