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Why a Pageant?

Thanksgiving is next week so it must be time to start thinking about the Holiday pageant. I know these annual holiday events can feel like just one more item on your to-do list; it can feel more stressful than celebratory. I hear you, but I also LOVE pageants!

A pageant is an opportunity for children to really delve into the story of Christmas. This story is one of the foundational stories of our shared culture. Our children need to know it and they need to know that it is OK to relate to it as a religious liberal. It is OK to question whether it is “true.” It is OK to find meaning in the story without believing in the literal truth of miracles. A pageant is also a chance for adults to take time in the commercial cavalcade that Christmas has become for us, to think about where it all began. 

Doing a pageant every year also helps us make passages in our community. How often have you remembered together who was Mary or Joseph in years past? It is a way for the whole community to watch our children grow.

This year we are going to simplify the pageant schedule. The pageant performance date is Dec. 20, in the service. We will have only two weeks of rehearsals, Dec. 6 and Dec. 13. Rehearsals will take place during church school. Yes, this is less rehearsal time than in the past so the performance might not be as polished. But, I am hoping that by shrinking the time commitment we can involve more children and make the pageant a joyful part of our whole community’s holiday celebrations.

So, please make sure your children attend RE on Dec. 6 when we will pick parts and get started! It is going to be fun, I promise you. 

Ruth Owen

Interim DRE Director

President’s Letter

Have you ever wondered how the Governing Board really works?  If so, read on…

The Governing Board meets on the third Thursday of every month except July, and in August we hold a Retreat.  The meetings start at 7 and end at 9.  We handle the business of the Parish.  

 The business can be regular, meaning monthly items like approving the minutes of a previous meeting, appointing people to serve on committees and task forces or hearing reports from the staff and officers and cluster liaisons.

 We also discuss items of policy or staff concerns.  These tend to take more time over the course of more than one meeting.  It has been my observation that when items seem rushed we often find we need to step back and take some time to talk to others involved in the issue and think about it.  We call it working at the speed of church.

Questions and concerns get to the Board in many ways; one is when people express the issue to me, or Catherine or through the liaisons.  So if you have a concern, please raise it with someone on the Board or Catherine.  

Thanks,

Nancy Landgren
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Save the Dates!
Service Auction will be on February 27th 
Our in house chefs are busy planning the menu so it is time for you to be thinking about what service you will donate.
Committee Chair Meeting

January 29, 2016, 7:00pm, Cedar Hill

For Committee Chairs, Vice-Chairs and guests
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Next Memoirs

As a reminder, that we will not be meeting in December.  Our next meeting will be January 12th and our topic will be an event of one’s choosing.  Come and join us!  
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Dec. 6 — Mitten Tree

Please bring warm hats, mittens and scarves fox
our mitten tree.

Dec. 6 & 13 — Pageant rehearsal during
church school

Dec. 13 Holiday Workshop

Dec. 20 — Pageant performance during
the 10:30 sevvice
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Exploring Our Story Through Sacred Stories
7 -830PM
First Parish Church, Duxbury

Join us for a lively discussion of the
Bible from a liberal perspective.
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                 Ring Out Justice!          
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News of Social Justice Activities at First Parish Church




Social Justice Committee Members:  
Carrie Meier, Carol Nappellio, Peter Nappellio, Callie Brandeis, Andrea Brandeis, Mary Flanagan, Donna Savicki, Cindy Wilson, Bob Hughes, Nancy Nowak, Sally Delisa
Meeting: second Sundays 12 noon to 1 PM

Please Join Us!  All Welcome!
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Bring Christmas Smiles to Boys and Girls
Choose a Wish on Dec. 5th or 6th
Each Christmas First Parish Church helps to make Christmas Wishes come true. There will be tags with a Christmas Wish for children and parents on our Bulletin Board during the Christmas Fair on the 5th and the morning of the 6th.  You can choose a tag, buy the present, wrap it, put the tag on it and bring it to church on December 13th.   The tag tells us which child the gift is for.
One parent wished only for a pass to a zoo because she has never been to a zoo and wants to bring her children to one.  She cried when she was told that wish would be made true!
The wishes are those of the nine families chosen by Head Start social workers as the neediest on the South Shore.  Each month the people in the Box Project provide the food and clothing for these families but on Christmas all the congregation helps by choosing a Christmas wish. 

If you would like to learn more about the Box Project or the Christmas Wishes, contact Carrie Meier at or come to the Social Justice Table after the Sunday service or check our FPC web-site. 

Thanks to you all from the Social Justice Committee.  

Box Project Clothing Needs

If you have any clothing in these sizes, please contact Carrie Meier at 781-934-6657 or carriemeier@comcast.net.

Girls’ size 4 and 5

Boy’s size 5, 6, 8 and 16

We have one special request for a vacuum cleaner.  If you have one in good condition, please call me! 

All these clothes are for children whose families are chosen by Head Start because they can most benefit from the assistance.

Thank you, Carrie Meier and the Social Justice Committee
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UUSC—Advancing Justice
UUSC helps us to cast the light of Freedom, Justice and Peace upon all the world.
Guest at Your Table
At FPC’s December 6th Sunday Service we’ll have a ceremony with our children, celebrating the important Justice Work that UUSC accomplishes with local partner organizations at home and abroad. Look over your “Stories of Hope” brochure.  Bring your GUEST AT YOUR TABLE box with your contribution to UUSC  (please convert coins to a check (to UUSC). All donations are appreciated. Other ways to donate: Contribute on-line (UUSC.org/donate); Obtain an envelope in the parlor to mail in your gift (via credit card or check); OR Place your contribution in the small ‘donation’ box in the parlor. Visit UUSC.org  THANK YOU! 
The Community Table -- Saturday, December 26th
We will be serving guests at Father Bill’s Community Table in Brockton on Dec. 26th.  Katie Gaenicke and her sons, Hunter and Austin, will be the leaders of the volunteers.  If you have a problem or question the week preceding or day before delivery, you can contact Katie by using her contact information in the church directory.

We are in need of 3 more servers, 4 more desserts, one salad, and seven casseroles.  To sign up, you can stop by the Social Justice table during the coffee hour or email Callie Brandeis. 

Thank you, Callie Brandeis, Youth Coordinator for the Community Table

Social Justice Committee member
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Overnights of Hospitality: 
Can You Help Feed the Homeless in Our Area?
During the coldest months of winter the “Overnights of Hospitality” emergency shelter program provides a hot meal and a warm place to sleep for homeless men in Plymouth.  Two Plymouth churches provide the housing. We at First Parish participate by providing meals and supplies.  This is an opportunity for us as a church to reach out to those in our community who desperately need it.  We will be serving meals the first Thursday and second Sunday of each month.  In December, that is Thursday, Dec. 3rd and Sunday, Dec. 13th. 

 

Looking ahead to January: Cooks and servers are needed for Thursday 1/7 and Sunday 1/10.  We have recipe suggestions and will pair you with someone who knows the ropes. Mark your calendars and contact us if you can help. To sign up stop by the Social Justice Table after the service or contact Mary Flanagan.
Thank you,

Mary Flanagan and the Social Justice Committee

Social Justice Outreach Grants  
The Social Justice Outreach Committee recently awarded the following fall grants for 2015/2016.  There will be additional grants awarded in March, 2016 for which applications will be due on March 1, 2016.
Habitat for Humanity Community Outreach $1000
 The money will be used in the program to provide affordable housing for families and veterans.  The director of the program is Jim Middleton and he has helped to involve our high school students in the Habitat program.

Pembroke Soup Connection $1000
 This community program run exclusively by volunteers provides meals twice a week to homeless people (including a group of veterans) living in Brockton, and has recently opened a community food pantry in the Bryantville fire house.  Two members of our congregation assist in this program.

Overnights of Hospitality $1200
 The money will be used to purchase paper supplies for this program for the homeless in Plymouth during the winter months.  Volunteers in our church provide several meals each year in a program run by Mary Flanagan of the Social Justice Committee.

Helping Hands $1000
 This is a group of Duxbury high school students under the leadership of Callie Brandeis who will be providing sandwiches for people leaving Father Bill’s after the monthly meal prepared by First Parish.  Callie has run the Community Tables program in our church for several years.
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Minister’s Office Hours: 
Catherine’s regular office hours are Mon., Wed., and Thur. from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Tuesdays are her days off and Friday’s are her sermon writing days. She may be contacted by cell at (781) 635-5906. If you need to schedule an appointment during office hours or any time after office hours, please feel free to contact Catherine at TheRevCatherine@aol.com, at her cell number, or by leaving a message at the church.
Start Your New Year Off With Spiritual Direction Opportunities at First Parish Church!

The still, small voice is with you whether you are racing through your busy days or sitting in meditative silence or contemplative prayer.  Spiritual direction is for anyone who is searching for deeper spiritual insights and for spiritual growth in the events of our hectic daily lives. You can use your time in spiritual direction to slow down, to learn how to listen, to explore life's deeper issues and to make progress toward achieving greater consistency between your deeply held values and your actions. This fall Catherine is offering Individual Spiritual Direction (participants meet with Catherine once a month for an hour or so).  Contact Catherine via email at TheRevCatherine@aol.com or call her here at the church (781)934-6532 ext 3, to learn more about this unique ancient spiritual practice.  May this be the year you explore more deeply the spiritual meaning of your life!
Church Office Hours

The FPC church office is open Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Please call Lenore, 781-934-6532 or email at uuduxbury@verizon.net if you need anything.
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ON-GOING CHURCH MEETINGS
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SUNDAYS - Family/Child Sunday (1st Sun. each month)

Joys & Concerns (2nd Sun. each month)

Announcement Sunday (1st & 3rd Sun. each month)

Silent Joys & Concerns (4th Sun. each month)

Membership 9:00am (3rd Sun. each month)

Music Committee (1st  Sun. each month) 12 p.m. 

Social Justice 9 a.m. (2rd Sun. each month
Buddhist Meditation 5-6:30p.m.

(weekly)

MONDAYS – Building Use 9:30 a.m.

(4th Mon. each month)

Finance Committee 7 p.m. (2nd Mon. each month)
Welcoming Congregation 7:00pm

 (2nd Monday of each month)
PFLAG – 7:30-9:00pm

(4th Monday of each month)

TUESDAYS - Hand Bells 7 p.m.
Memoirs 7:15p.m. (2nd Tues. each month) 
Communications 7:00pm

(2nd Tuesday of every month)

WEDNESDAYS – RE Committee 
7 p.m. (1st  Wed. of each month)
Staff meeting 11:30 a.m. (weekly)
Buildings & Grounds 9-11 a.m. (1st Wed. each month)

 “Kindred Spirits” 9:30-11:00 a.m.  (2nd Wed. each month) 

THURSDAYS - Book Group 9 a.m.
Sewing Group 10 a.m.

Worship Committee 7:00 p.m. (1st Thurs.  each month)

Agenda Setting 7-8 p.m. (2nd Thurs. each month)

Governing Board 7 p.m. (3rd Thurs. each month)
Historical Committee 9:00a.m.

(3rd Thurs. of each month)

FRIDAYS - Committee On Ministry 

5 p.m. (1st Fri. each month)
SATURDAYS - Brockton Soup Kitchen
9:15 a.m. (4th Sat. each month) 
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HOLIDAY FAIR!
The Holiday Fair will be Saturday the 5th from 9 to 2.  We hope you will help us make this a successful fundraiser by donating greens, or an item for the silent auction (valued at $20 or more), or something for the gourmet table, or for Mrs. Kringle’s table.  We can also use help with set up on Friday and clean up on Saturday.  But more than this, come and shop, have lunch at Ruby’s Cafe.  Pick up a gift tag with a child’s wish as part of the Box Project.  
[image: image23.wmf]
Next Bell-Ringer Deadline:

Sunday, January 4th, 2016
Organ Restoration Drive Seeks $40,000

The campaign to restore our church’s historic 1853 pipe organ is entering its final phase. If the restoration is to be done by the Christmas 2017 target date, we must raise $40,000 in money or pledges this month. We are asking church members and friends to make a commitment now to help bring the organ to a condition suitable for its next 100 years.

We currently have more than $382,000 for this project. More than $209,000 of that has been given by one extremely generous church member. Contributions have also come from other individuals and from a share of the Christmas Eve collection in recent years. But we are $80,000 short, and we need to sign the contract soon. The Governing Board has agreed to provide $40,000 from cell funds, but only if we raise the remaining $40,000 in money or pledges this month.

Besides repairing the wear and tear of the past 50 years, the project will slightly expand the organ, providing a deeper, fuller sound and increasing the ease with which the organist can control it. According to our outstanding organist, Edwin Swanborn, the resulting improvement in sound quality and sensitivity in “touch” will allow a wider range of music to be played for church services, weddings and special events. 

We will soon send out letters explaining more fully the work to be done and the fund-raising campaign.. Contributions are tax-deductible. Checks should be payable to First Parish Church Duxbury, with “Organ Restoration Fund” on the memo line. Pledges to the organ fund are payable over the next two years.








-- The Organ Restoration Task Force

Rules for Use of Play Yard Outlined

The fenced play yard on the side lawn between the meeting house and the Old Town Hall is for the use of Duxbury Day School children on weekdays and for First Parish children and guests on weekends.  It has become necessary to lock the play yard to prevent unauthorized use. To use the play yard, see interim R.E. director Ruth Owen or ask for the key in the church office.
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Friday Night, December 11th, 7 p.m.

Alliance Christmas Party
Come one – come all! Come to the home of Polly Lanman for our Annual Alliance Christmas Party complete with good food, joyous carol singing and a Yankee Swap. Bring a “funny” gift for the Yankee Swap (no need to spend a lot of money, $5 max.).  Join us for an evening of warm folks, singing Christmas Carols and lots of laughs. 
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Pretty Poinsettias to Purchase[image: image26.png]



Red and white poinsettias will be for sale for $8.00 each! There is a sign-up sheet outside the office.  These plants will help decorate our lovely sanctuary during this holiday season.  After the Christmas Eve service, members who purchased a plant may take it with them home if they choose.  The deadline for ordering flowers will be Sunday, December 6th. There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board or contact Sheri Wyman if you have any questions.
Thank you and Happy Holidays from the Flower Committee!
[image: image27.jpg]



Bell Ringing – New Year’s Eve!
Come join us on New Year’s Eve to Ring the Bells! Bring a snack!  Come by the church at 11:30pm!

Any questions, please call Judi Vose.
Message for Duxbury Day School

Ligaya Garran, Director

Dear First Parish,

Hello and welcome to Duxbury Day School. My name is Ligaya Garran and I am the director.  I’m very excited to be a part of the greater First Parish community.  I’m looking forward to personally meeting you.
Some facts about me:
I was born in the Philippines
I moved to Australia as a linguist and became a citizen there in the 1990’s.
I met my husband in Australia and had two children (both born in Australia)
Our eldest daughter attends Sydney University in Australia and our youngest is a senior at Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro NH
We moved to Duxbury in 1997
My husband’s parents have lived in Duxbury since the 1960’s
I’ve been a Montessori teacher for over 15 years
I love languages!  In addition to English and my native Tagalog, I speak, read and write fluent Japanese.  I’m also familiar with French, Italian and Vietnamese.
I am passionate about building a community of lifelong learners, and creating a school environment that encourages individuality and respects diversity. 
We currently offering a Pre-School program (Ages 2.9 to 5+).  We are ready to accept enrollment for the school year 2015 - 2016. 
Thank you for all for your best wishes and support during the establishment of our school.  Please visit our website (www.duxburydayschool.com) and Like our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/duxburydayschool)!
With warm regards, -Ligaya
Classifieds

Looking for a home for Riika a young/healthy 10 year old spayed female cat. Black with a white spot on her chest. Currently indoors but has been in/outdoors

Contact Nancy Ovaska.
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE


Dec. 6th: "Radical Hospitality", "Hospitality" is our theme for Church School and worship this month--Let's consider what the spiritual practice of hospitality might mean in today's world.  (FAMILY SUNDAY & MITTEN TREE SUNDAY)


Dec. 13th: “The Gift of an Authentic Life", Catherine will be joined by FPC'er Jack Hill as we look at Thoreau's Walden and what we might learn about finding your authenticity and passion.


Dec. 20st:  “The Holiday Pageant” - The children and youth will present the annual holiday pageant, a fresh re-telling of the ancient stories of the winter season. Please come and support our young people!


Dec. 24th “Our Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service” 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. – Always one of the best services of the year! Traditional service of lessons and carols.  Our musical prelude will begin at 5 p.m.  Bring your children, neighbors, out-of-town guests, and let’s all share the joy of the holiday season!


Dec. 27th: “Sharing Service” - In the Parlor with Worship Leader, Michael Gardner. Bring a song, a story, a poem, an idea, or an emotion. Childcare available.


























COMING EVENTS





TUESDAY DECEMBER 1


Small Group 10:00am


RE Meeting 7:00-9:00pm


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30pm


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 2


Building & Grounds 9:00-11:00am


THURSDAY DECEMBER 3


Book Club 9:00am


Alliance Sewing Grp. 10:00-2:00pm


Worship 7:00pm


Building Use 6:00pm


FRIDAY DECEMBER 4


SETUP HOLIDAY FIAR ALL DAY


Committee on Ministry 5:00pm


SATURDAY DECEMBER 5


HOLIDAY FAIR 9:00AM – 2:00PM


DIC-St. Paul’s of the Nazarene 9:00am


SUNDAY DECEMBER 6


MITTEN TREE


Worship 10:30am


Buddhist Group 4:00-6:30pm


HIP 6:00-7:30pm


MONDAY DECEMBER 7


Finance Meeting 7:00PM


Bible Workbench 7:00-8:30pm


TUESDAY DECEMBER 8


Communications 7:00pm


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30pm


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9


Kindred Spirits 10:00-11:30am


THURSDAY DECEMBER 10


Book Club 9:00am


Alliance Sewing Grp. 10:00-2:00pm


Agenda Meeting 7:00pm


�





Warmest Holiday Greetings to All from the Staff at 


First Parish Church!


����


Rev. Catherine Cullen


Paul Frongillo


Dawn MacKechnie


Lenore O’Malley


Ruth Owen


Alex Pevzner


John Russo


Elaine Stephansky


Edwin Swanborn


May we all take the time this holiday season to remember the gifts we receive from each other.  Best wishes for a peaceful holiday and a blessed New Year!








	





	

































































(Continued on page 2)











          


















































 














  First Parish Church


   Unitarian Universalist, Duxbury, Massachusetts


   P.O. Box 1764, Duxbury, Massachusetts 02331


   842 Tremont St. (Route 3A) 			Telephone: 781-934-6532


   Email: uuduxbury@verizon.net		Website: www.duxburyuu.org





  A liberal religious community dedicated to nurturing individual spiritual


  development, promoting understanding and working for social justice. 


 We welcome people of all races, backgrounds and sexual orientations.





  Rev. Catherine Cullen, Minister			Rev. Robert R. Walsh, Minister Emeritus       


  Ruth Owen, Interim Director of Religious Education	Jackie Smith-Miller, Director of Religious Education, Emerita	           


  Edwin Swanborn, Music Director			Sunsue Fleming, Director of Religious Education, Emerita


  Elaine Stephansky, Bell Choir Director		Lenore O’Malley, Church Administrator 	


  Alex Pevzner, Jr., Junior Choir Director	                
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Continued Calendar from Page 1:





FRIDAY DECEMBER 11


Polly Lanman’s Holiday Party 7:00pm


SATURDAY DECEMBER 12


Workshop Setup


SUNDAY DECEMBER 13


HOLIDAY WORKSHOP


Social Justice 9:00am


Jr. & Sr. Choir 9:30am


Worship 10:30am


HIP 6:00-7:30pm


Buddhist Group 5:00-6:30pm


MONDAY DECEMBER 14


Building Use 9:30am


Welcome Congregation 7:00pm


TUESDAY DECEMBER 15


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30pm


THURSDAY DECEMBER 17


Book Club 9:00am


Historical Committee 9:00am


Men’s Get Together 11:00am


Alliance Sewing Grp. 10:00-2:00pm


Governing Board Mtg. 7:00pm


SUNDAY DECEMBER 20


PAGEANT


Worship 10:30am


Membership


Buddhist Group 5:00-6:30pm


MONDAY DECEMBER 21


Bible Workbench 7:00-8:30pm


TUESDAY DECEMBER 22


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30pm


THURSDAY DECEMBER 24


CHRISTMAS EVE!


OFFICE CLOSES AT 12:00 NOON


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 


Prelude 5:00pm, Service 5:30PM


FRIDAY DECEMBER 25


CHRISTMAS DAY!


OFFICE CLOSED


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26


Community Table 9:00am


SUNDAY DECEMBER 27


Sharing Service - 10:30am


Don Connor’s Memorial 1:00pm


Buddhist Group 5:00-6:30pm


MONDAY DECEMBER 28


PFLAG 7:30 – 9:00pm


TUESDAY DECEMBER 29


Bell Choir 7:00-8:30pm


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 30


BELL RINGER DEADLINE


THURSDAY DECEMBER 31


NEW YEAR’S EVE


Office Closing 12:00 noon





�





CARING CONNECTION:


There are many caring members of our church community who are willing to lend a hand to those having a difficult time! The Caring Connection can coordinate meals, transportation, babysitting or visits to shut-ins. For the month of DECEMBER, the contact is Kim Wyman.
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